
"During the Pandemic, the employees of Catholic Social Services of the Upper Peninsula
remained on the front lines to serve those in need of addiction and mental health
treatment. We witnessed a steady increase in addiction behaviors and the severity of
mental health symptoms during this period. Our addiction and mental health
professionals continued to provide face-to-face services when mental health symptoms
or a potential relapse from our clients' recovery required it.

The demand for our child welfare services also increased due to the abuse and neglect
in struggling families, which increased in proportion to the increase in substance abuse
and mental illness. Unfortunately, as demand for these services increased, the number
of available behavioral health providers decreased. 

During this period, we realized our communities had a significant shortage of recovery
housing for women. Women with addictions or mental illness are more likely to have
suffered trauma in their life even before becoming involved in drugs and alcohol abuse.
After prolonged use of substances or untreated mental illness symptoms, they are far
more likely to be victims of spousal abuse, domestic violence, rape, and assault than
the general population. Women in recovery struggle in all areas - socially, financially,
emotionally, psychologically, medically, and spiritually. By serving women with addiction
and their families, we are empowering them and strengthening their communities. Our
experienced mental health and substance abuse professionals, along with the vast
network of community partners in the Upper Peninsula, are uniquely qualified to instill
hope and improve lives for women in recovery."
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"Working in the spirit of
God's universal love, our

mission is to nurture,
stabilize, strengthen and
advocate for the diverse

families of the Upper
Peninsula"
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Since 2013, with the establishment of our first mens' recovery house in Iron Mountain
and later in 2017, in Escanaba with our second mens' recovery house, we have
successfully forged strong partnerships with community team members. 

We leveraged community team resources to help men better support their families and
move toward self-sufficiency. Community team members include but are not limited to
behavioral health professionals, The NorthCare Network, MiDHHS Child Welfare
Services, faith-based organizations, schools, sobriety courts, law enforcement, and
employers.

With the growing demand for womens' recovery services in the Upper Peninsula, these
partnerships will grow even more robust through Inspiring Hope. The program will
reduce a mothers' addiction behaviors and mental health symptoms, greatly improving
her opportunity to raise her children in a safe, drug-free home environment. 

A dedicated house for women provides a safe environment for court-ordered
supervised or unsupervised visits. It also allows the mother to begin her journey in
recovery by reducing addiction behaviors and managing her mental illness.

Together we can improve lives and provide hope for those most vulnerable in our
Upper Peninsula
communities.

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S H I P S

CONNECT WITH US AT 906-227-9119 .  347 ROCK STREET MARQUETTE, MI 49855.  WWW.CSSUP.ORG 

One of the most significant barriers to reunifying parents with their
children struggling with addiction or mental illness is a lack of a safe,
drug-free home environment. The reunification process depends on
the parent remaining sober, which requires an entire community
support team. Ensuring the mother has a safe, supportive, loving
environment to reduce her addiction behaviors and manage her
mental illness is critical to reuniting parents with children.
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